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experimental condition that a parallel may be
traced between the American and Russian
situations. If in America the intelligentsia holds
aloof from direct participation in national politics,
through indifference or aversion, in Russia it has
been forcibly expelled and to a large extent
destroyed. Here indeed the difference between
the two situations is great. But this amount of
resemblance remains: that neither country can
claim (Russia would not wish to claim it) that it is
governed by the historically-minded* In the one
case the intelligentsia is deliberately and violently
excluded by the ruling power; in the other it
holds aloof as a matter of preference; but in
both cases the policy at headquarters shows the
effects, for good or ill, that one might expect from
its absence. Among the ill effects, or at least
what most authorities in jurisprudence have
reckoned such, is that neither government, when
once possessed by the itch for law-making, knows
where to stop. And this knowledge, according
to the best authorities, is the touchstone of wisdom
in government.

And yet there are great compensations. The
American intelligentsia, unlike the Russian now
destroyed,* banished or reduced to penury, is
not only in being, unshorn of its honours and
prestige, but intensely active in a thousand forms.
Now, whether or no it be true that the American
people have less need of government than the
others, there can be no doubt that they share to the